540      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Palmer to General Butler
Head Quarters, District oj N. Carohna, NHWBHEN, N. C., Feb. 7th, 1886
MY DEAR GENERAL: In spite of all the Richmond Examiners can say I am convinced that you are human, and that you are therefore not perfectly indifferent to what your friends think of those matters which have of late concerned you, and which have been cause for much discussion among your friends and your enemies.
I wish to say to you that recollecting always the kindly manner in which you have treated me, and the various kind expressions you have written, I am personally very sorry that it was considered necessary by the administration to relieve you from your late command.
Of course I do not presume to criticise the acts of the "powers that be," but I can't but feel that an injustice has been done you. I cannot also help the feeling that this, like other events that have transpired during the war, will at least be source of regret to you.
Of course you expected from some of the newspapers nothing less than the meanness they exhibit now. A week before the Fort Fisher affair they would, all of them, have been on their knees to you.
As the Spaniards say, Asi se va el mundo. Your letter by Peter Lawson I received from his hands, as also one or two other private notes given to friends who desired "facilities" for something. AH these I have attended to as promptly as I could, and I only desire that you will still command me if I can be of any service to you or to your friends.
It is thought by some here that the Admiral (or as he is now called the Admirable Porter) is fast writing himself to death. I remain General, Very respectfully yours, J. N. PALMER
From General Butler
LOWULL, MASS., Feb. 1th, 1865
Hon. BENJ. T. WADE, Chairman of Committee, &c.t &c.
SIR: I take leave to send you the note enclosed herewith, which has been addressed to me by a perfect stranger. If the statements therein are correct, it only confirms me in the opinion I have long entertained, that the man is unfit for his place. Colonel Deming, member of the house from Connecticut, can give you some accounts of Porter's conduct after